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Our 2018 |mn(‘| ()I'g:mlvn experts casts its vote for verdant oases

lumbago, shown
here in a Pennoyer
nan pot (THIS
), can take

heat and stands
out against a vivid
green backdrop.
(soTTOM) Quincy
Hammond
juxtaposed:clipped
privet and box
hedges against an
allée of London
plane trees.

(CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE) Box
frames white roses in a Quincy Hammond
3/ N\ garden. Meadow rules at a LaGuardia
¥ ¥, XNV Sak 57 Design Group project. A clipped lawn
r;.;%\fk;*h. PR3 by Landscape Details. Tony Piazza likes
";,.\ra- 53 / g Verbena bonariensis for a shot of color.

~¥

his summer, HCGG's 2018 panel of garden experts
will be weighing i on everything from their favorite
native plants to poolside garden design to veggie
patches. In this first installment. they discuss the
importance of color in the garden—although 1ts no surprise that

[|]L consensus 1s green, green, .l[lLl morc green.

What plants do you lean toward for color in the
garden during the summer?

Well. I confess that I'm not a huge color
person! Ies all about green trees, hedges. and lawns for me. When
I'm using color, I like a lot of white because it looks so fresh
against green, all season long, Roses can be troublesome our East,
but white iceberg roses bloom all summer if l|1u_\ have enough

air circulation. Not surprisingly, [ prefer |\\|mc| Annabelle
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hydrangeas. but hydrangeas in all colors
dare PIUI_\

We don't love “color
bombs™ in our designs and prefer to
limit our paletee to whites, purples, and
lavenders. If a client has the space to do
agood muxed border, tha
can be really successful
We'll typically design
a garden with layers, so
that you get moments of
colorful flowers anchored
IW\ ]l]L UI]K]\T'].\H];
structure of mmrl} green
plants or shrubs. A lot
of color i a small area 1s
just too busy for us.

At
my home, we have a box
edged garden with blue
delphiniums, which lacer get pulled out and replaced with
purple Russian sage. It looks great, but can do a number

on vour budeet!

Do you at least do pots with color for your clients?
For pots. I rely on tropicals that like the

]lL.ll. l‘tll kl(il].[ necessarily look too exotic for our PJI’[
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of the world. For color all summer long, you can't beat
plumbago—it looks like httle sky-blue hydrangea and can
take the heat from Memorial Day well into the fall. T also
like Verbena bonariensis in pots or in the garden.

In the spring, we plant up our clients” pots with tons
of grape hyacinths for that first jolt of color. And in the
summer, [ love masses of single perennials—rthe texrure of
something as simple as rosemary can look really terrific

Lavender also works well in contaimers. [ usually usc
Provence, bur the lavender called Phenomenal 1s being
marketed as the miracle plant ['m curious abour trying it

I)I“\ I )I”\ ]‘1\ cmlu‘ 1S rht l\'\[. |( |M\ I|]L' ]uni_v stems of
Grosso or Provence, but 1ts a better plant for the long haul.
[n general, though. lavender can be really difficult to use on
the South Fork because 1t doesn't like the humidary.

Definieely. It doesn't like too much warter and doesn't

play well with others. —Algandro Saralegu




